ROYAL COLUMBIAN HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNAE

NEWSLETTER 2017
NEW EXECUTIVE PUTS EMPHASIS ON SCHOOL ARCHIVES
A new Executive Council was elected at the Annual Meeting in June
2016. This slate presented a vision for the Alumnae Society that put a
new emphasis on preserving our archives as well as giving scholarships and bursaries to deserving applicants. The Executive is as follows:

President – Pauline Dunn RN, BSN, MSN (Class
of 67A). Following graduation, where she was the
General Proficiency Award recipient, and after
achieving her BSN, Pauline joined the faculty of RCH
School of Nursing where she taught Surgery, Obstetrics and Pediatrics from 1969-1973. She worked as a Community
Health Nurse in Port Coquitlam BC from 1974-77. Pauline joined
Douglas College Faculty in 1977 where she taught clinical nursing
(1977-2000). Pauline is a recipient of the RNABC Excellence Award in
Education and continues her commitment to nursing education in a
‘Faculty Emeritus’ role at the College. Pauline was a valuable member
of the team that created and published “A Call to Nurse”.

Vice President -Jackie Ratzlaff (Class of 63A)
Jackie has a broad range of nursing experience including working in several wards at RCH, doctor’s office,
Canadian Red Cross Outpost hospitals and 33 years
with Coastal Health, the last 18 as Infection Control
Professional at GF Strong, Pearson, UBC and VGH, also with Fraser
Health back at RCH. She has served as President & Secretary of BC
Infection Control Professionals and has presented at National & International Conferences. Jackie served on the Membership Committee of
the Association for Spinal Cord Injury Nurses. She has also been active
with BC History of Nursing for 20 years. Jackie helped produce the
opera “Florence Nightingale” with the UBC Opera Society. She is a
member of the Century House Dragon Boat Team. Jackie has further
agreed to Chair theArchives Committee.

Treasurer -Olga McDonald (Class of 63A) Following graduation, Olga worked for 20 years in the
OR at RCH. She studied Occupational Health in the
first ever class at Douglas College. As an Occupational Health Nurse, Olga was employed by various agencies and companies. She has always enjoyed working with numbers so
is a logical choice for Treasurer of the Society. Olga wants to insure
that all of the RCH School of Nursing memories and artifacts are
properly acchived for New Westminster.

Secretary – Sandi Thiessen (Class of 73A) Sandi worked as a general duty RN at RCH till 1990 and
then at Ridge Meadows Hospital till 2011. She is
currently doing Clinical Research in Cardiology and
Diabetes, Oncology, Nephrology and Cardiac Devices at 2 clinics. Sandi has had many years of volunteer experience with
Kinsmen and other Charitable Organizations. She has been President,
Secretary and Treasurer for these clubs in the past as well as serving
on and chairing several different committees. Sandi served on the first
BCNU Education Grant Selection Committee and did most of the fundraising to perpetuate the fund.She looks forward to working with the
Alumnae and assisting in preserving the past and future of the Graduates of RCH.
Terms of Reference for the Archives Committee
The purpose of the committee is to preserve the history of the RCHSON and facilitate
the development of an archival legacy.
Committee Membership will consist of 4-6 core members and may include others
specifically associated with the work e.g., treasurer, president, volunteers and resource people.
Meetings will be at the call of the chair or request of the executive.
Responsibilities include:
Defining the tasks associated with the development of the Archives.
Preparing and updating an‘action plan’ and ‘timeline’ for the work.
Seeking advice from the treasurer and preparing written funding requests.
Preparing regular progress reports to the Executive and Membership.
Including interested members in opportunities for participation.
Decision Making
Decisions specific to the responsibilities and work of the committee will be made by
consensus of committee members. All funding decisions should include the treasurer.
Role of the Chair
Develops the agendas with input from the members
Assigns a recorder for the meetings
Communicates the progress of the committee to the Executive
Refers concerns and challenges to the appropriate member of the Executive
Provides written reports for the Executive Meetings and for the Newsletter
Provides a verbal report at the Membership Meetings
The chairperson will be identified by a consensus of committee and with the support
of the Executive. This position will be reviewed in a year and subsequently be a twoyear term.

INCOMING AND OUTGOING EXECUTIVE

Georgetti, Sandi Thiessen and Marilyn Parsons. Judi and Olga are attending a seminar
related to the requirements. A visit with Kathy Murphy (president of both the BC
History of Nursing Group and of the VGH School of Nursing Alumnae) has recently led
the update of their constitutions and shared a wealth of information to help us proceed. As well, she is putting us in contact with a Birks’ representative in hopes of finding the dye for our pins and rings.
In the Fall, all committees will prepare a budget to be ratified by the executive. A
process has been developed for the spending and reimbursement of money. Large
decisions such as an increase in membership fees, the purchase of endowments and
an update to the Constitution would come to June Annual Membership Meetings.
Minutes of all meetings are available from our secretary, *Sandi
A ‘coffee party’ visit to the David Lam Nursing Program at Douglas College is arranged
in ’Nurses Week’ Tuesday, May 9th from1000-1200 where there will be an opportunity to meet with students and have a tour of the ‘state of the art’ nursing laboratory.
As some of you may have noticed, repairs are being done to our RCH ‘foyer display’ as
a break-in destroyed the lock and bent the glass. Fortunately, nothing was taken but
an individual was ‘fascinated’ with the nurse inside.

Standing: Sandi Thiessen, Olga McDonald, Pauline Dunn, Jackie Ratzlaff
Seated: Elsie Writman, Marilyn Parsons, Anne Kern, Bonnie Rife

As I look ahead to the next year, I hope to meet more of you, facilitate your participation in our future legacy and enjoy the unique camaraderie of our ‘student’ days.

Our sincere thanks to the ladies who held it together and took us forward to this place.
Volunteering is an admirable thing and should be applauded. So Bravo.
To the new Executive and Board, we wish you the best and pledge to help where and
when we can.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It is indeed a privilege to serve as your president and to work closely
with a team of committed members with talents and experience.
We continue to build on the work of the previous executive to fulfill
the purpose of the alumnae in the continuation of financial support
for nursing education and the preservation of our archives.
We continue to honour the strong commitment to our scholarship
legacy in seeking growth and perpetuity. We are exploring the transfer of the scholarship money to endowments in the Douglas College Foundation. The ‘gifts’ would
continue to grow at a better interest rate, using whatever criteria we set and provide
lifelong recognition of our school of nursing. An ‘information session’ at the April
Meeting about endowments will help us explore this alternative.

Executive phone/e-mail contacts.
President: Pauline Dunn fpdunn@shaw.ca Phone: 604-581-1958
Vice President: Jackie Ratzlaff j.e.ratzlaff@gmail.com Phone: 604- 521-0290
Secretary: Sandi Thiessen sandithiessen@telus.net Phone: 604-463-8648
Treasurer: Olga McDonald womcdonald@shaw.ca Phone 604-525-2534
Newsletter/Website: Judi Georgetti judi.georgetti@gmail.com 604-800-9392
Membership: Mary Hoodicoff maryood@shaw.ca 604-584-0478
Sick & Visiting: Eileen Hamilton rhamiltoni@shaw.ca Phone: 604-524-2108
Social: Louise Johnson bikerlouise@gmail.com Phone: 604-937-5051

In the meantime, we are struggling with the resignation of our scholarship chair
Marilynn Kendall who has established the process for scholarship advertising and
application with recent updates for the website including ‘terms of reference’. She
has done an amazing job and is willing to help one more time with the anticipated
increasing number of applications. We are indeed grateful to Marilynn for her work
and dedication that is well beyond any adequate recognition.
There is a new intensity of focus on our archival legacy. We are making progress with
the energy and commitment of the Archive Committee; Jackie Ratzlaff as chair, Mynra
Bloch, Bonnie Rife, Anne Kern, and Elaine Olsen. A visit to the VGH Archives where
Ethel Warbinek and their archivist welcomed us and generously shared their experience and operations was very informative. We are now in the process of planning a
smaller but unique archival legacy for our school of nursing.
An initial ‘action’ plan is in place that includes preparing a budget for the executive’s
approval. Once our holdings are documented and our vision clear, we will seek a
consultation of an archivist. We are applying for an ‘Associate Institutional Membership’ with the Archives of BC. I encourage you to look at the website www.Archives
of BC.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Thank you to all our members who continue to support the RCH Nursing
Alumnae. In June we will have a vote about increasing the membership
fees. Our membership fee has been only $10 a year since almost the
beginning of this Alumnae.
Our current active membership remains at over 500 members. Let’s keep
it growing !
To renew or start your membership please submit the amount of $20 for 2 years
(available until the summer) to “RCH Alumnae” and mail to: Olga McDonald
(Treasurer) #1207 – 320 Royal Avenue, New Westminster, BC, V3L 5C6
Mary Hoodicoff, 63B.

Costs and estimates for the framing of the 18 early graduation photographs are in
(thanks to Anne & Bonnie) and we hope to have them framed by the fall and hung
with our current ‘graduation gallery’ in the RCH hallway.
A new committee has been struck for the purpose of updating the constitution to
meet requirements of the New Society’s Act. Members are Olga McDonald, Judi
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AWARDS CHAIR REPORT
Moving forward into the 2017 Award period, our goal is
to continue to convert as much of the application process as possible to the electronic format for ease of
access for students. To that end, all of the application
information and forms have been updated and reposted to the website by our amazing Webmaster Judi!
Our application processes for both the Scholarship and the Bursary
have opened for the year, with updated information about the application process distributed to the Schools of Nursing and RCH in midMarch. The application period for both closes on June 30th and I anticipate an equal if not greater amount of applications this year. Stay
tuned for details of the successful recipients of this year’s awards in
the later part of the Fall.
Our website was a big contributor to the number of applications received for the Scholarship last year! The number of applications we
received surged from 20 in 2015 to 60 applications for the 2016 process; approximately 75% of them being received electronically.
RCH School of Nursing Alumnae Society Scholarship: Two $1,000.00 scholarships were awarded to:
Carli Husson, BCIT School of Nursing,
Marissa Williamson, Thompson Rivers University.
Gussie MacPhail Bursary: Two applications were received with one $500.00 bursary award to Kiran Sanghe.
Best wishes to all,
Marilynn Kendall, RN, BScN, MA, CEC-ACC

Marissa Williamson is Licensed Practical Nurse who
works in the interior of B.C. She graduated high
school in the small town of Enderby, BC and then
went on achieve a diploma in Practical Nursing
from Okanagan College . After a few years of experience in nursing she decided that this was her passion and wanted to further her career in this field. In September 2015
she was notified last minute of an available seat in the Bachelors of
Science in Nursing program at Thompson Rivers University. Being that
she had been applying for this program for the last three years there
was no turning down this opportunity. Although classes had already
began and her finances were up in the air, she gave notice at her full
time job to return to full time studies. After a semester of commuting
to and from Kamloops BC from 100 mile BC for classes and picking up
every extra LPN night or weekend shifts, she had decided it was time
for change. She currently resides in Kamloops BC with her French bulldog, Loki. Marissa does her best at balancing school with work, and
in her limited spare time she enjoys playing baseball and hockey as
well as camping and spending time with her family. After completing

her nursing degree, Marissa plans to specialize in perinatal and/
or neonatal care and may one day continue her education even further
to become a Nurse Practitioner.
I would like to again extend my thanks to the Royal Columbian Hospital
School of Nursing Alumnae Society for providing me with this financial
aid. I have put these funds to good use in repaying debt accrued from
tuition payments. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
My name is Carli Husson. I was born and raised on
Vancouver Island. After graduating from the University of British Columbia in 2012, I took some time to
travel and become more involved in my community
before starting the Bachelor of Science in Nursing
program at the British Columbia Institute of Technology. Throughout the latter half of her nursing school, I have worked
for Canuck Place Children’s Hospice where I have affirmed my love for
working with families and children. When I am not working or studying,
I can be found visiting my family on the Island, or in the outdoors with
my dog. Thankful for all of my experiences, I am excited to graduate
and complete my specialty training to become a Neonatal Intensive
Care nurse. In the future, I plan to do some travel nursing and eventually become a Nurse Practitioner. I am honoured to be a recipient of
this year’s RCH alumni scholarship.
My name is Kiran Sanghe. I am currently enrolled in
the Masters of Nursing Program at Athabasca University. I have been an RN since 2004 and since then
I have always been driven to further my nursing knowledge so that I can provide the best possible
care to my patients.
I graduated from Douglas college with a Diploma in Nursing in 2003,
completed my BSN through UVIC in 2010, and also completed the High
Acuity course through BCIT in 2010. I started working on a medical
unit after graduation and transferred to cardiac surgery step-down in
2010 after completing the High Acuity course. I am taking two courses
this semester, work on the cardiac unit and just joined Douglas College
in BC this semester to teach in final clinical course.
In terms of life beyond work and school, I have a husband of 11 years
and two kids (son age 6 and daughter age 2).
I am hoping to complete my masters program by the end of next year.
After completing the program I hope to continue working in the hospital to provide a higher level care to my patients and also pursue my
goal of teaching. I am looking forward to teach future nurses to become safe, competent and compassionate nurses.
I would like to express my thanks for the time and consideration you
have taken to review my bursary application and selecting me to be
the recipient of the Gussie McPhail Bursary award.
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REUNIONS 2017

63B

62A

Back row: Dixie Symington, Kay LeHuquet, Wilma Pagan, Betty Gast, Sharon Miles,
Seated - Norma Watts, Stephanie Kirkness, Hilde Klassen, Sandra Dobson.

Class annual brunch held April 30, 2016 at the home of Kay LeHuquet
in Abbotsford.
We had a very warm day (28C/83F) and spring flowers everywhere. It
is always so special to meet and chat for all these many years.
Who came - It was another gourmet pot luck lunch with delicious
quiche, an array of salads and treats. We lit a candle in memory of
Alix Lambert, Louella Loftsgard, Marjorie Johnston, Helen Liebich, Ella
Lister, Muriel Malone, and Annette Semko. After lunch we reviewed
the Class list including cards, letters and emails from many classmates
who live elsewhere. Among our group there are some serious health
issues, chronic health problems, some are able to travel and a couple
of recent great-grandchildren.

Front row: Jeanette Buchholz, Sally Rigoni, Diane Brown.
Middle row: Mary Hoodicoff, Lynne Miskell, Gail Konkin.
Back row: Eileen Hamilton, Sandra Heppell, Lewana Scott, Betty MacGillivray, Carol
Gobin, Phyllis McLean.

Seventeen classmates of the Class of 63B gathered at the Inn at the
Quay over three days in September. As usual there was non-stop
talking and of course eating at local restaurants.
A Luncheon Cruise on the Fraser River was enjoyed by all.
63 B has been getting together with an annual luncheon for over the
last twenty years for all those classmates that can come to the lower
mainland the first week in May.
We meet at a local class mates home for the day.
Then every 2-3 years we have the 3 day reunion so that we can spend
more time together.
In 2018 we will be celebrating our 55th reunion and we are looking
forward to seeing most of our classmates at that time.

61A

L. Lenore Kirk, Daisy Sedmak, Elsie Orrin, Norma Chapman, Jan Steward
R. Irene Fortin, Mary Williamson, Marian Wilkins, Ivy Brown, Sonja Sather.
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71B

Front row: Ruth Sawatsky, Maureen Wood, Marion Knock, Betty McIntosh, Joan Hicks,
Marlene Zimmerman, Diane Hills
Back Row: Margaret Reckenberg, Mary Alice Wood, Linda DeJong, Ruth Karpinsky, Karin
Ward, Colleen Crossley, Emily Thomas.

The class of 71B enjoyed a 45 year reunion in New Westminster on
September 16 & 17.
We started by meeting in the foyer of the Sherbrooke building, 15
attended as we had 28 graduate. We were greeted by Barbara Scott
(Alumni member) who led us to a room in the basement to have a
time to visit & talk. This was followed by a R.C.H. tour where Barbara
took us into areas most nurses have never seen with all the changes.
We had time and beverages in the hospital cafeteria following.
Dinner Saturday was at the Taverna Greka (New Westminster) where
18 attended. Food is excellent.
Many stayed overnight in the Inn @ the Quay who give a special group
rate. Sunday we cruised on the Fraser River with the Native Paddlewheeler to Steveston. The cruise was from 0900 to 1700. The sun was
shining and a very enjoyable day

76B

Back Row :Jane (Schroeder) Feely, Jill Kieffer, Tanis (Raikes) Petrie,
Bonnie (Noble) Duncan, Nicki (Jones) Gill, Terry (Love) Dommisse
Middle Row: Laurie (Webb) Christensen, Vera Busche, Annette (Stregger)
Cavey, Suzanne (Perkin) Clark, Sharon (Beaton) Meissner, Connie Stam,
Beth (Bublitz) Hauck
Front Row : Cathy Jeffrey, Sharon (Balzer) Berglund, Deborah (Pyka)
Boulton, Theresa (McKinnon) Anderberg, Chris (Robinson) Kohlen, Sue
Hall, Sharon (Lloyd) Lindsay
Missing: Deb (Chevalier) Jesson, Pam (Berry) Berthelet, and Christine
(Campbell) Nomura.

76-B’s 40th reunion was held at Tigh-Na-Mara Resort in Parksville in
September 2016. We have met every 5 years since graduating &
plans are already in the works for the 45th. We do hope to meet
more regularly in smaller groups before that. One of the events
some of us hope to attend is the Alumnae Christmas Luncheon this
year, a first for many of us. I plan to come down with my good friend
Brenda Patterson (Holmes, 76-A). We both wish we lived closer so
we could be more involved.
One of the special moments of our reunion was remembering our 3
classmates that are no longer with us. We set off 3 luminaries into
the ocean one evening and watched them gently float away as we
locked arms and sang. We have lost Joanne (Utley) Hayes, Joanne
(Wenschlag) and Barb (Willan) Provenchal.

a group of us met with Dodie (Ruth) Anderson, former Director of the
SON, for dinner in Salmon Armto tell her about our reunion. She is
always keenly interested in any news of the grads. On the picture are
Brenda (Holmes 76-A) Patterson, Sharon (Balzer 76-B) Berglund, Deborah (Pyka 76-B) Boulton, Jane (Schroeder 76-B) Feely and Dodie
(Ruth) Anderson.
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61B

Back Row: Lucy Labentsoff, Lori Grittner (Maclean ), Irene Leitch ( Lacriox ), Ann Rennie
(Miles ) Joan Joiner ( Finch )
Front Row: Jean Worden (McRae ) Aveline McConnel ( Wold ) Joan Cummings
(Reedman ) Shirley Skelton ( Kirk ) Lynne Stushnoff ( Oliver ) and Ann Moon ( Fawcett )
Missing: Laurene Honey ( Dewer ). Thanks to Shirley for coming from Saskatoon, Lucy
from Calgary, Aveline from Terrace and Lori and Joan C from the Interior

The last week of September saw twelve ladies of the class of 61B get
together at the New Westminster Quay for two days of much visiting
and catching up. After a relaxed and pleasant evening enjoying wine,
appetizers and good company, our second day continued with coffee
in, then brunch out and a pleasant afternoon in the sunshine walking along the new boardwalk. Our second evening saw us out for
dinner and back to chat some more. A lovely time was had being
together in each other's company.

We did have a very successful reunion...May 2016....of course
laughs & chatter & reliving all of those past memories. We
were in Kamloops again...the Plaza Hotel this time....very central downtown. It is a heritage hotel...redone a few years ago,
so it was quite nice. We had a “meet & greet” Friday evening....lots of fun & shopping at the Farmer’s Market on Saturday. A few of the gals added to the Kamloops economy....
which is always much appreciated!! A group lunch at the Sun
Rivers Golf Course....HooDoos Restaurant, and a group dinner
at the Hotel completed our Saturday. Lots of stories and reminiscing in the hospitality room over the weekend. We had a
“farewell” breakfast at the Hotel Sunday morning. A busy &
enjoyable weekend. We had 16 classmates attend....always a
good turnout from the “core” group who have always attended. This year we “found” Dona (Scarl) Lethbridge....who is now
a United Church minister.....and also has her PhD!! Everyone
always has a story!!! We do plan to gather in the Lower Mainland for the 50th!!

73A

71A

Left to Right: Elaine (Cavazzi) Sheppard, Heather (Genovese) Spinney, Sandi (Steeves)
Thiessen, Pat (Duda) Vokey, Betty Lou (Barneski) Woiken, Sharon (Chahley) Trautman,
Donna (Castling) Maras, Geri Seinen, Chris (Bjornson) Robinson, Carol Dunbar, Julie
(Wood) Baker, Heather (McPherson) Gurnsey, Sue Kaulbeck, Janet (Lancaster) Cathgart,
missing Jane Blagborne.

Back Row: Wendy (Styles) Parfitt. Judy (Tyler) Kirk, Sue (Hartley) James, MaryEllen
(Dixon) Beamin, Susan (Chapman) Cadrain, Barb (Crittenden) d’Easum, Lynn (Mutter)
Doylend, Linda (Crate) Wood, Carol (Falck) Phillips, Brenda (Hansen) Singbeil, Lynda
(McKinnon) Walker.....May Fong (Wong) Geach.
Front Row: Ellinor (Forsell) MacEwen, Dona (Scarl) Lethbridge, Anne (Gulliford) Lloyd,
Liz (Haines) Williamson

Class 73A met to celebrate “turning 65”. We met in Palm Springs and were
lucky enough to rent or stay in condos at Desert Falls Country Club. We spent
5 fun filled nights together. Our first night was hosted at Julie Bakers, it was
fun to meet up and catch up. A couple came from Ontario to attend. The picture we have included, was one of us setting out on Social Cycle, as the Playboy bunnies. You have a driver and it fits 15 people 10 of which pedal the
bike. We had a blast, were videotaped, waved at, honked and pictures taken
by the locals. We did other local attractions like The Living Desert,
Shield’sdate farm and of course some shopping happened. A couple of lunches out and 2 dinners out together made this a great reunion. Evenings were
spent between 2 different patios. Living together, just the girls again was
somewhat like training days but less rowdy given our ages. I enjoy these get
reunions so much and can’t wait till our next, hope it will be soon. Thank you
to all who attended and to those who made sure everyone had a ride and a
place to stay. Till next time, cheers and keep in touch.
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56B

June (Goldstone) Exworthy (47A)
Congratulations to June Exworthy, who was honoured with two community awards in 2016. June
received both the Seniors of Distinction Arts Award
and the Order of the Diocese. The Arts Award recognized June for her talent in nature photography
and composition. The Order of the Diocese recognized all June’s community service.
June has been a parishioner of the St Alban the Martyr Church for 63
years. Since the 2015 fire at the church, she has spent countless hours
repairing the fine details of the wood and ensuring that all the wood is
lovingly restored to its former beauty.

Left—Right: Barbara Ward (Hess), Barbara Enquist (Portman), Glenice Allen (Gordon),
Maureen Johnson (Clarke), Florence Timco (Labentsoff), Camilla Carson (Plett), Joyce
Saltero (Carpenter), Joan McElwain (Baker), Elna Brown (Engman),

The class of 56B held its 60th anniversary reunion in Chemainus on
Sept 9, 10 and 11th, 2016
Our happy group of 9 included Joan McElwaine, Glenice Allen, Camilla
Carson, Barbara Ward, Elna Brown, Florence Timco, Joyce Soltero,
Maureen Johnson and Barbara Enquist. We gathered on the Friday
afternoon and enjoyed sharing memories, catching up, and just
chattering away. Isn’t it wonderful how we can just pick up from our
last meetings as if there was no distance or time between get togethers. That evening was enjoyed just gabbing and relaxing.
On Saturday we had a great time being driven in a horse drawn carriage to view all the wonderful murals that are on the buildings in
Chemainus. Our guide was very well informed and gave us a running
narrative on the history. We then went our separate ways to have a
bite to eat and do some shopping in the cute downtown area.

June was born in 1925 at the Royal Columbian Hospital. After graduating from Cloverdale High School in 1942, she was too young to begin
her nursing career. June worked as a ward aide until she was accepted
into the RCH nursing program, graduating in the class of 47A.
June loved team sports and played for many softball leagues, even
winning the 1946 championship. 1946 was a great year as she also
won the most valuable player when her basketball team won the 1946
championship as well. Today she continues to be active with her gardening, working out in the gym, and learning computer photography,
all at the age of 91.
At the age of 91, June continues to be an inspiration to all those
around her.

90 Year Club

Saturday evening we enjoyed the famous buffet dinner and
Chemainus Festival Theatre production of A Lovely Sunday for Creve
Couer.
Sunday we had our breakfast at the hotel and then goodbyes as we
headed for home. A lovely weekend.

Members of a very exclusive club, these ladies are all in their 100th
decade. How great is that?
June Exworthy Class of 47A, Sylvia Stevens Class of 52A and Josie
Chapple Class of 48B. They were recognized at the AGM with a plant
and a hearty round of applause.
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50 YEAR REUNIONS
66B

It was a very memorable and fun filled weekend for all in spite of
aching abdominal muscles from the laughter.
A special thanks to Faye Stowe for her exceptional job in singlehandedly organizing this event. It was an outstanding success!

50 Year Pin Ceremony
RCH June 2016

TOP ROW: Diane (Cheveldov) Brown, Jeanne (Shand) Gardner, Cay
(Harris) Swanson, Chris (Schroeder) Casey, Arlene(Grouette) Bridge,
Marg (Hopcraft) Parent, Penny (Gildersleve) Buck, Marylee (Ward)
McCallum, Pat (Williams) Ehlbeck
MIDDLE ROW: Bev (Nygard) Christensen, Lemarr (Mayes) Goodlet,
Kathy (Krygsveld) Young, Lynda (Howe) Dyck, Tina (Barnes) Greig, Joan
(Nay) Negrin (left training in 1965)
FRONT ROW: Gail (Miller) Wilson, Karen (Berget) Brandow, Donna
(Perkins) Reeve, Jean (Falkiner) Lamb, Norma (Robertshaw) Lupton,
Faye Stowe
INSET: Ruth Barclay, Irmy (Funk) Driediger (neither was present when
photo was taken)

Back Row: Mary Howie, Betty (Schneider) Yarrow, Marg (Hopcraft)
Parent, Marylee (Ward)McCallum, Judy (Messenger) Houser, Cay
(Harris) Swanson, and Arlene (Grouette) Bridge.
Front row--Faye Stowe, Diane (Cheveldov) Brown, and Pat (Williams)
Ehlbeck.

The class of 66B held their 50th Reunion on the weekend of May 1214, 2016 at the Prestige Hotel in Kelowna. It was a beautiful setting
with a walking path by the water right across the street and close to
downtown. The road construction nearby reduced traffic and provided
entertainment (on their equipment?).
Friday afternoon and evening was spent greeting each other on arrival
followed by gatherings to catch up on each others happenings since
our last reunion 10 years ago. There was more white hair, a few wrinkles, and weight changes but the voices remained the same since our
training days!
Saturday most of us met for breakfast at the hotel increasing their
noise volume considerably. Lunch was a delicious buffet outside the
hotel in the beautiful sunshine. Supper again was a super buffet catered by the hotel dining room and held in a private room there. In
between our meals we gathered in our rooms, walked around the water, and toured the small shops downtown, all the time reminiscing
and just enjoying getting together. Many topics were up for discussion: “remember whens”, the ‘joys’ of aging, families, travels, etc often with MUCH laughter!

NURSES
Q: Did you hear about the nurse who died and went
straight to hell?
A: It took her two weeks to realize that she wasn't at work
anymore!
You've been telling stories in a restaurant and had someone
at another table throw up.
You don't get excited about blood loss...unless it's your own
You find yourself checking out other customer's arm veins
in grocery waiting line.
You avoid unhealthy looking shoppers in the mall for fear
that they'll drop near you and you'll have to do CPR
Almost everything can seem humorous...eventually.

8

66A

50 Year Pin Ceremony

Marilyn (Smyth) Paull, Elaine (Richmond) Peloquin, Wendy (Barton)
Best, Joan (Proudfoot) Richards, Jane (McDonald) Hall, Judy (Gunn)
Bowell, May (Wong) Quan, Marilyn (Jickling) Hewitt.

Fourteen gals from Class 66A met in June 2016 at Sorrento Retreat
Centre on the Shuswap Lake to celebrate 50 years since graduation.
We had a wonderful weekend reminiscing, looking at photos of training days, laughing and just enjoying each other’s company. Our bodies
have aged but the personalities are still the same! We hiked to the
beach, went to the Sorrento Farmer’s Market, and had lunch at a restaurant in Blind Bay overlooking the lake and some went shopping in
Salmon Arm. This was the fourth time that we have had a reunion at
the Sorrento Centre. The facility reminds us of our training days with

THEN AND NOW

L to R; May (Wong) Quan, Bev O’Brien, Stephanie (Harding) Higgins, Carol (Martin) Kluber, and Kathie
(Saunders) Poirier.
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A Look Back

Along the way, I met my husband and in December 1980, on the coldest day of the year, I married the love of my life Peter, a Canadian Army Officer. Six months later, we were posted to CFB Lahr, Germany
where I worked in Obstetrics at the Lahr Military Hospital from 198183 and we travelled Europe, sometimes via a motorcycle!
From 1987 to 1989, Peter was seconded to the United Nations Disengagement Force in Damascus, Syria. By this time, I had a toddler in tow.
Ian, my son, learned the word " taxi" very quickly! The Arabs loved him
but he soon grew tired of having his red curly hair tousled.
We returned to Ottawa during the summer of 1989.
After 2 years of not working, I found my dream job, working with the
VON, in the City of Ottawa. However, after a few years of driving on
snow covered country roads late at night and taking elevators to apartments, in various states of disrepair and cleanliness, my dream job lost
its appeal.
In 1995, many VONs were hired as Medical Adjudicators for Human
Resources and Social Development Canada, as it was known at the
time. I was one of the nurses who reviewed disability applications and
make decisions based on available information. It was new and challenging work, straight day shifts and working in a totally different environment, an office.
In February 2003, I accepted a research position at Citizenship and
Immigration Canada, retiring in April 2007. In 2010, Peter and I left
Ottawa and built a cottage on the Kennisis River, near Haliburton ON,
where we now live.

I was excited when Stephanie Harding circulated the notice inviting class 66A to the 50 Year Pin Ceremony at RCH, our training
hospital. I decided to plan my biannual visit to visit family around this
event. Who would be there, I wondered? I could not wait!
A few of us decided we should meet for a late lunch, prior to the Pin
Ceremony. Lunch was a far cry from the RCH Cafeteria food and
ambience. I think I even had a glass of wine!

My nursing career opened many doors, provided a multitude of opportunities and a never ending supply of excitement, adventure and
laughter! Thank you!
This story is dedicated to my colleagues who have left us too soon:
Sharon, Arlene, Diane, Ruby, Lesley, Jean, Sharon and Joan.
Respectfully submitted
Marilyn Hewitt ( nee Jickling, 1966A)

The Alumnae asked everyone to provide a brief synopsis of their
career and since I was blessed to have had an interesting life and
career, I wanted to share my story.
I have lived and worked in 3 Canadian provinces ,including Quebec ,
and I have lived in Germany and Syria.
From 1975 to 1977, I attended McGill University earning my Baccalaureate in Nursing. Montreal is such a great city to explore, work
and live and I can honestly say that Montreal was instrumental in my
decision to find my way.
Following graduation, I was employed by the Royal Victoria Hospital,
in the Psychiatric Outpatient Department and the Emergency Room.
Every morning brought challenges; too many patients and not
enough beds. Because, McGill University is an integral part of daily
life at "The Vic," I was presented with opportunities for education
and research. I loved it!
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A MAJOR MILESTONE FOR AN RCH GRADUATE
One of our own is a Centenarian. Jessie Annie Lee Middleton, Class of 39
turned 100 years on December 12, 2016. Jessie was born in Murrayville BC
(which is now incorporated into Langley) and was the twelfth and last of the
Lee Children. When she was born two of her older brothers were fighting in
WWI.
In those days girls who wanted a career were limited to becoming either a
teacher or a nurse. This was fine with Jessie who enrolled in the Royal Columbian Hospital Nursing program. It was a three year old school program taught
by doctors and nurses, many of whom had served in the First World War.
In her third and final year, the trainee nurses were needed to care for tuberculosis patients at the Tranquille Sanatorium in Kamloops, B.C. The nurses' residence is shown here in this old photograph.
Jessie graduated in September 1939 -- one day after Canada
declared war on Germany again.
Although she wanted to join the army straightaway, she was only twenty-two years old
at the time, and she had to wait until she was twenty-five. So she began her nursing career in the maternity ward at Vancouver General Hospital. Some of her patients were Japanese women,
interred as enemy aliens in the old horse barns on the Pacific National Exhibition grounds, and brought
into hospital to deliver their babies.
Commissioned as Lieutenant Nursing in 1942, she served for a short time in Nanaimo and then transferred to Prince Rupert where troops were stationed to deter the chance of a Japanese invasion. Jessie
spent six months there. Here is a picture of her with two of her classmates and co-workers.

Jessie, Mary Downie and Queenie Rutherford

Jessie was sent overseas in 1943. She took the troop train to Halifax. She
got off the train and walked a few steps onto the waiting ship that bore
them to Greenock, Scotland. Jessie and the other nurses then travelled
by train to Horley, south of London. Jessie was assigned to the Canadian
General Hospital at Taplow, on the Astor estate, just west of London on
the Thames River. There she saw terrible combat injuries for the first
time.

On July 31, 1944 she arrived in Avellino, a historic town on a plain northeast of
Naples, and began to nurse the wounded in a field hospital. The hospital locations chosen were as safe as possible, although they had to be accessible from
the front lines.
While the campaign in Italy wound down, Jessie and her fellow nurses were dispatched to northwest Europe, where the fighting was even fiercer. After the DDay invasion on June 6, 1944, Canadian troops were battling their way through
the Netherlands. Assigned to a hospital in Nijmegen, Holland, Jessie was closer
to the fighting than she had ever been. As the battle raged, the parade of wounded seemed endless.
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Jessie remembers the day the long war ended and the nightmare was finally over. She returned to Canada that fall on the Rotterdam. She
enrolled in the nursing program at McGill University and married Frederick Middleton of Salmo BC. Jessie gave up nursing when she married,
and became a devoted wife to Fred and mother to two children: Kathie Middleton McGillivray of Surrey, B.C.; and Bob Middleton of Creston,
B.C.
Jessie and Fred moved to Abbotsford in 1974. Fred died in 1982 but Jessie lived in the same house for forty years. For many years she volunteered with the Abbotsford Hospice Society. At the age of 98 she moved to an Assisted Living facility.

Jessie Lee Middleton, we, your fellow Royal Columbian Hospital School of Nursing Alumni
celebrate your life and your achievements and wish you all good things in the years
ahead. You are an inspiration to us all.
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2017 CLASS REUNIONS
Here is the contact info for your class reunions

Class 52A and B – 65th reunion. Happy 65th anniversary to all members of these classes.
Class 57A – 60th reunion. Contact Barbara Scott at 604-936-3081. lornescott@shaw.ca
Class 57B – 60th reunion. Contact Joy Watkins at 604-543-0620. the_watkins@shaw.ca
Class 62A – 55th reunion. Contact Wilma Pagan at 250-374-2209. wjpagan1@gmail.com April 19, 2017 at the New Westminster Quay.
Class 62B – 55th reunion. Contact Noreen Chila at 604-936-6250. dnchila@shaw.ca Sept. 11-13, 2017 at Sorrento.
Class 67A – 50th reunion. Contact Judy Ross at 604-526-8883. judithross@gmail.com
Class 67B – 50th reunion. Contact Pat Klassen at 604-939-5332. patted02@hotmail.com
Class 72A – 45th reunion. Contact Alana Boyle at 604-521-7443. alanaboyle@gmail.com
Class 72B – 45th reunion. Contact
Class 77A – 40th reunion. Contact Diane Ho at 604-270-2025. dianelynnho@gmail.com
Class 77B – 40th reunion. Contact Phyllis Turner at 250-548-3011. tpturner@shaw.ca Sept. 22-24, 2017 at the New
Westminster Quay.
Class 58B – 60th reunion in June 2018. Contact Pat Thorne at 604-596-0880. mjthorne@telus.net
Please submit your reunion report and pictures as soon after the reunion as possible.
Send to judi.georgetti@gmail.com

ALUMNI ON THE MOVE
Last year I introduced the concept of taking a copy of the newsletter on your travels and having a picture taken so that other members can see
where we go and what we do. Didn’t get much response but here are two intrepid travelers:

Louise Johnson nee Kennedy 69B—biked her way
from Port Elizabeth to Capetown SA. and gave us this
indelible image. This is taken on the way to the Cape
of Good Hope What a gal?

I was On The Move, in
the South Pacific, specifically here in the US Virgin
Islands. The building is
hot pink (and so was I)
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Christmas Brunch—2016
Vancouver Golf and Country Club

First back row standing L to R – Elsie McKay, Eileen Hamilton, Brenda Patterson, Jane Feely, Terry Dommisse, Norma Chapman, Carol Charboneau, Olga McDonald, Denise Tall, Dianna
Rennick, Suzanne Gray, Louise Donald, Bernice Rolls, Patty Utley.
Second back row standing L to R – Marie Bensley, Marion Downing, Deb Hodgson, Nancy Dinsmore, Lewana Scott, Marian Wilkins, Satoye Kita, Lorraine Elliott, Bonnie Rife, Anne
Kern, Marilynn Kendall, Jackie Ratzlaff, Marilyn Hanson, Carolyn Ledwon, Georgeann Newcomb.
Third row sitting L to R – Anne MacLean, Josie Chapple, Barbara Scott, Marilyn Parsons, Sue Hall, June Exworthy, Yukie Sakaki, Janet Guenther, Kaz Takahashi, Debbie Jesson, Sandy
Barabe, Heather McNeill.
Fourth row kneeling L to R – Pauline Dunn, Linda Pinch, Karen Kroeker, Fran Kuhn, Eileen Brown, Elsie Wrightman, Sandie Thiessen, Mary Hoodicoff, Diane Ho, Ruth Dimond, Elaine
Olson.
Missing from photo – Myrna Bloch, Joanne Thiel.

The annual Christmas Lunch for the RCHSON Alumnae was held at the Vancouver Golf Club in Coquitlam. It was in a beautiful room decorated for
Christmas with small gifts for each member. There were 55 in attendance, some for the first time and thoroughly enjoyed by all. We were delighted to have several came from out of town.
Pauline welcomed the group and Mary introduced the executive. She acknowledged our special alum from Class 1947, June Exworthy who was
recently honoured by the City of New Westminster with ‘The Seniors of Distinction Arts Award for her work in nature photography and composition and ‘ The Order of the Diocese’ for her community service.

A short meeting followed with reports from the executive outlining our work since the October meeting. They were delighted to report that we
now have ahospital contact, Reema Prihar (RCH Site Coordinator), who facilitated the following:
•

A workspace for the Archive Committee with access to a meeting room on 7th floor in Sherbrooke Centre

•

Hospital storage of the Student Files and a process for graduates to see and copy their files in the next few years.

•

A shared value of the early graduate photographs which, when framed will have a place in the hospital hallway with the others

•

A shared enthusiasm for a permanent place to feature our history in future hospital construction.
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Following a Treasurer’s report, Pauline presented the need for increasing the membership fees which have been in place $10/year for 40 years,
to support the many things we continue to do for our members e.g., mailing of the newsletter, purchase and mailing of cards to members, roses
for the anniversary celebrations in June to name a few. There was a unanimous motion to present a suggestion of $20/year at the October
Meeting. There will be a formal proposal with options presented at the April Meeting.
A raffle of a big Christmas Box of papergoods was won by Pauline and a number of beautiful poinsettias were won by lucky ticket holders placed
at each table setting.
After lunch, the group was entertained by Marilyn Parson’s narration of a creative and ‘fun’ fashion show featuring stunning models with unique
outfits reflective of our graduates’ thrifty ingenuity and modeled with a flare.
Pauline acknowledged the amazing work of Mary Hoodicoff for continuing to bring our alumnae together and thanked the group for joining our
luncheon on a day marked with torrential rain, wind and a hint of snow.
Mary Hoodicoff and Sandi Thiessen at the
prize table

Bernice Rolls in a box
pleat skirt with pill box hat

Marilyn Parsons organized and MC’d the fun fashion
show

Carol Charboneau in her
dinner dress

Sandi Thiessen in her Rez PJs

Elsie Wrightman in her “ball” gown

Lorraine Elliott in a
lovely turtle neck

Eileen Brown in a delightful Floral gown
Barbara Scott in her early edition
newspaper dress
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IN MEMORIAM
RADLOFF nee VERNON, Blanche (Dolly) Class 46A passed on March 4,
2016

HARTLEY nee WADDINGTON, Vera Class 51B. Passed May
2016—Vera was born in Vancouver in 1930. She is survived by her
husband of 63 years, George, a daughter, 2 sons, 7 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren. Vera graduated from Royal Columbian Hospital with her RN in 1951. She worked as a maternity nurse for most of
her working career. She was a long time member of St. John’s Ambulance and the Fraternal Order of Eagles Ladies Auxilliary. She will be missed and fondly rememberd for her
love of family, generosity of spirit, music, orchids and laughter

LUDLOW nee GIESSINGER, Mary Elizabeth (Beth)
Class 61B peacefully passed away on April 2, 2016 at her home
in Riondel BC at the age of 77. Beth was gorn in Vancouver where
she attained her nursing degree at Royal Columbian Hospital
School of Nursing. Beth worked as a nurse at the Creston Valley
Hospital until her retirement. Survived by her children, Ann-Louise, John Edward
(Ed), stepson Jamie Oliver, grandchildren and great grandchildren

BORS Jean Chizuko nee KOBARA Class 66A April 25
1940—July 2 2016 passed away peacefully at the age of 76. She is
lovingly remembered by her husband Jan, 3 children; Alex, Margaret and Julia and 4 grandchildren

GAST Betty neeFROESE Class 62A After battling lung cancer,
Betty passed away peacefully at home on September 7, 2016 in the
loving care of her husband and daughters. Born in Humboldt SK and
moving to the Fraser Valley in 1943, betty was rased on a dairy farm
along with 9 siblings. She trained at RCH and nursed for 50 years.
Betty love golf and Scrabble. She was married 51 years to Gary, they
had 2 daughers, Karen and Heather and 2 granddaughters.

LIANG Sharon Margaret nee GIBBONS Class 63A Died
January 27, 2016. Survived by her husband of 52 years, Sandy who
was at her side.; 3 children and 7 grandchildren. Sharon was born in
1940 at Kelowna General Hospital and raised in the Okanagan. Following graduation from RCH, Sharon worked in a variety of hospitals and
countries including New Zealand, Germany, Goose Bay Labrador and
Cold Lake Alberta before moving home to Lake Country. She retired from KGH in 2006
after assisting at the births of many hundreds of babies. She was immensely proud of her
years in nursing and loved the newborns. Her Okanagan home included orchards and
pastures for their horses. Her family was at centre of her life with her love of books and
reading not far behind. She will be deeply missed by many

KEARLEY Ruth E nee BOLEY Class 52A Ruth passed away
peacefully on January 13, 2017. Survived by her children Patty, Jim,
Russell and Geoff and 8 grandchildren. Born to a pioneer family Ruth
was raised on a dairy farm in the Fraser Valley. She was a proud alum
of the Royal Columbian Hospital School of Nursing and often spoke
fondly of the hospital and her days as an RN. In her later years Ruth enjoye tending to
her garden and chickens on her farm in North Saanich. She will be remembered for her
sassy sense of humour, feisty spirot and kind heart. She will be sadly missed.

TATARYN Marian nee CAMPBELL Class 52A October 21
1928—August 18 2016. Marian died peacefully at the age of 87 after
a short stay at Royal Columbian Hospital due to complications of
Myelodyspastic Syndrome. She is survived by 2 daughters, Donna
and Cindy; 6 grandchildren and 7 great grandschildren. After graduaction from RCH she worked for many years on Surgery there and also worked at St.
Mary’s and Surrey Memorial. She returned to RCH as a volunteer work giving tours
to children. She loved knitting, hockey, baseball and gardening. She loved to laugh
and have fun playing cards and other games with family and friends.

GRANTHAM Patricia Mary nee PAYNE Class 60B 77 of
Gibsons BC passed peacefully with family at her side at Shorncliffe
Hospice, Sechelt. Missed by her daughter Janet and son David as
well as 6 grandchildren

REDEKOP Evelyn (Evie) nee RORISON Class 66B passed
into the presence of her Lord on September 2, 2016 at the age of 94
years. She is survived by her husband Art, twin sister Kay North,
brother John and numerous nieces and nephews. Evie was a missionary nurse in Nigeria with S.I.M. for over 40 year before retiring to
Abbotsford.

WISH Beatrice nee CLEAR Class 41A passed away on
August 5, 2016 in Barrie ON.

JOHNSON, Gerd-Elise nee LARSSEN Class 55A
Passed away peacefully on May 31, 2016 at the age of
86 years. Predeceased by her loving husband Wally and
beloved son Fred, Gerd will be lovingly remembered by
her daughters Laura and Lisa and her 7 grandchildren.
Gerd inspired loving kindness, generosity, laughter, an inquiring mind
and a great sense of calm to all who knew her.

SEMKO Annette Dorothy nee KALMAKOFF Class 62A
Annette passed away peacefully on Sunday Jan. 10th,
2016 in Saskatoon Sask. surrounded by her family. She
will be lovingly missed by her family and friends. Annette is survived by her four children and 5 grandchildren, Annette was predeceased by her loving husband Ernest Semko
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MASON Marion nee WADDINGTON
Class 65A Class 65A is saddened by
the passing of their classmate, Marion
Mason (Waddington) on September 26,
2016 after a lengthy illness.
Following graduation from RCH, Marion
worked in the ER for several years before starting her family. Subsequently she enjoyed a lengthy career
with Scouts Canada where she trained volunteers, was on the executive and helped organize jamborees.
She was very proud to be an RCH grad and kept in touch with her
classmates. For many years Marian initiated and participated in the
planning of class reunions every 5 years. She was very generous with
her time and efforts In the early years, as the class babies started
arriving she created a large stork with an open back that held gifts at
the baby showers and beautiful cakes with the appropriate coloured
life size booties made from icing looking like lace. In later years she
created and maintained a class website.
Marian was very creative and was drawn to the arts and crafts, taking many courses to learn new techniques. Among her many talents
were knitting, sewing, upholstery, cake decorating, pottery, ornaments and, in later years, painting flowers.
Although she was able to attend her 50 year alumni pinning ceremony in June 2015, she was not well enough to attend her 50 year class
reunion in September 2015. She was deeply missed by her classmates.
Marion is survived by her husband Gordon, son Ken and a grandson
and granddaughter who were the lights of her life.
Respectfully submitted by the Class of 65A

DENISON Betty Jane nee FLEMMING Class 45B Janet
Elizabeth Denison, known to friends and family as Betty
Jane, died peacefully at the age of 93 in Vernon on February 25, 2017 with her son Eric at her side.
Betty Jane is predeceased by her brother Stuart and husband Eric.
Betty Jane was educated in Vernon BC at St. Michael’s School for
girls and at the Royal Columbian Hospital in New Westminster where
she became a Registered Nurse. She later took Social Work training,
becoming Vernon’s first social worker in 1946..
She is survived by one brother, three children, including her daughter Phyllis Denison Turner Class 77B, eight grandchildren, and five
great grandchildren.

GONCALVES, Patricia May nee CUDDINGTON
Class 59B. March 12, 1936 0 January 29 2017.
Pat was a proud member of the RCH Class of
59B. Upon graduation she moved to Kitimat,
BC, to nurse, on the Maternity ward, at the hospital on the beach. She initially planned to work
there for two years, however, she met and married her husband,
Joe, had her two children, Danny and Terry, and eventually lived out
the rest of her days there until she peacefully passed away after her
battle with cancer. Pat had a long career working at the Kitimat
General Hospital on Maternity, as a supervisor, and finally as the
head nurse on Extended Care until she retired in December 1994.
After Joe’s death in 1995, Pat remained in Kitimat, surrounded by
her family (including 4 grandchildren and one great-grandson) and
supportive community. She was a nurse till the end, questioning her
meds and various procedures and asking how other patients in the
hospital were doing. Hundreds of family, friends, and former patients (some of whom she delivered) attended her funeral mass, on
February 4, 2017, many with stories of the excellent care they received through Pat’s gentle hands. The stories shared have brought
us, her children, great comfort. One former colleague told us, “They
don’t make nurses like Pat anymore.” Those words are a testament
to the hospital that trained her and the loving classmates who
helped mold Pat into the nurse she was. The continued support and
prayers of her 59B friends gave her strength in her last days. Pat, a
wife, mother, grandmother, aunt, sister-in-law, friend, and caregiver
will be missed beyond measure
This obituary was submitted by her daughter Terry Rudderham

KOSAKA Yoko Daisy nee NAKANO Class 60B on
January 22, 2017 in Calgary, Alberta. She was born
in Steveston, B.C. on July 29, 1938.
Daisy is survived by Dennis, her loving husband of
56 years, her daughter Renee Husdal in Canmore,
son Tyler Kosaka (Christina), and three grandchildren. Daisy was
devoted to her family, loved camping in Waterton National Park
and loved her dog Koko.She lived in Lethbridge for many years
and during that time she worked at General Stewart Elementary
School.
She was a member of the Japanese United Church and enjoyed
taking yoga classes at the Lethbridge Senior Citizen Organization.
WHITELY Joanne nee DOUGAN Class 50B passed away in October
2016. No further information is available.
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CRUMP Muriel nee HAMILTON Class 44A It is
with sadness and love that the family of Muriel
Crump announces her passing on October 2,
2016 at the age of 94 years. The is survived by 2
children, 5 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren.
Because of Muriel Crump’s long affiliation with RCH and the
impact she made on the lives of staff and students, we submit this:

REMEMBERING
In the past year our Social Chair—Eileen Hamilton, has sent out cards
to families of members who have suffered a loss.
Sympathy cards were sent to:
Betty MacGillvray nee Owen 63B on the loss of her husband Jim
Anne Kern nee Blackburn 73B on the loss of her mother

Those who worked at RCH with Muriel remember her as an
‘outstanding’ nurse who truly cared about patients, staff and students. In her crisp ironed uniform, her perfectly folded cap, and her
quiet, calm, capable and highly organized way of being she was an
exemplary nurse, educator and administrator.

Mavis Campbell nee Ramsay 69B on the loss of her husband Murray

She was ‘loved’ as a ‘head nurse’ who nurtured both the novices and
the ‘experienced’ with respect and faith in their abilities. She was
highly revered as a supervisor who, at times, was responsible for the
entire hospital, sharing her expertise and collaborating with doctors,
families and all members of the staff. As a nursing instructor, one
graduate recalled that ‘she inspired a ‘love’ for medical nursing and
that she made complex topics like diabetes and heart disease understandable. She also remembers Muriel teaching her class to fold their
caps, inspiring pride in it’s significance.

Marilyn Parsons nee Lamont 53B on the loss of her sister

Another graduate and later, faculty member, remembers Muriel in
the ‘rotation room’ where she planned unit rotations for about 360
students at 4 different levels (probationer, junior, intermediate and
senior of experience). She ensured experience in every unit of the
hospital to meet then RNABC requirements of graduate nurses and to
fulfill the hospital staffing needs. It included arranging the off-site
experiences e.g., Riverview, Community Nursing, TB Clinic. There
were no computers, spreadsheets or templates. She planned this
work on large sheets of paper that covered the four walls of the
‘rotation room’. These sheets listed every student and their rotation
for the 3 years ‘in training’ in very neat printing. Should a student
miss an experience due to illness or be to severely distressed in a
particular experience, she would make every effort to make a change
despite the difficult job that it would create.
Muriel supported our Alumnae and when we were searching for a
title for book about the history of our School of Nursing, Muriel’s
suggestion was chosen, “A Call to Nurse”.

Bonnie Tyler nee Steenhoff 65B on the loss of her husband Mac
Lorraine Freeman nee Brackley 59B on the loss of her husband Paul
Bev Gartaganis nee Lynn 72B on the loss of her husband Christos

Thinking of you cards were sent to:
Betty Archer—56B
Audren Toninato nee Dennison—61B

Two long time members of the RCH Medical Staff passed away early this year. We felt
that we should acknowledge them as teachers and friends.

Dr.Lawrence Edward (Laurie) LOUGHEED 1927-2017.
He established the Neurosurgery Department at RCH
and was a mentor to many young doctors and a friend
to all who knew him. He is survived by his wife, children and grandchildren.
Dr. N. Stewart MADILL 1934-2017. Dr. Madill is best
known as an administrator who served as VP Medicine
at Burnaby Hospital as well as RCH. His last job was as
Chief Adminstrator of Eagle Ridge Hospital. He is survived by his wife, children and grandchildren.

IN MEMORIUM DONATIONS in honour of a classmate or friend may
be made to RCH Alumnae. Tax Donation Receipts will be issued.

Following retirement, Muriel continued her dedication to others
providing leadership and mentorship in her church.
She was well loved by all of us who had the privilege of knowing her.
Information provide by Pat Bingham, Ednagrace Kellie & Pauline

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION REGARDING A MEMBER WHO HAS
SUFFERED A LOSS OR AN OBITUARY THAT WE SHOULD BE AWARE
OF, PLEASE SEND TO rhamilton1@shaw.ca
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The following is an exerpt from a 1911 pamphlet published by the
Eclectic University Medical Society—$2.00

SICKROOM MANAGEMENT—the room in which a sick person is kept
should be large, high and airy, with good, cheerful surroundings, and
no noise to disturb the patient, especially in nervous complaints.
(sounds like today’s hospitals, right? Ed) The nurse, or those who are in
attencance should be pleasant, but not so attentive as to cause the patient any anxiety. They should never be allowed to know their exact
condtion, if dangerous. The windows should be opened at the top in all
cases, whether sick or well. Wear soft shoes that do not make a loud,
squeaky noise, but be natural in all things.Nurses should be very careful
in their own habits so as not to become infected themselves. Cleanliness of their person with good nourishing diet is essential, never allowing themselves to inhale the patient’s breath, and wear plain linen
clothing. Don’t do much dusting and sweeping and when this is done,
sprinkle the carpet with moist tea leaves or some sawdust. Nurses
should be between the ages of twenty-five and fifty. Between these
ages they are in full strength and capacity, if healthy.Disposition,
strength, etc. are to be considered and a fair education is desirable.
Never allow yourself to become alarmed or excited in the least at the
sign of death, which is evident in chronic diseases by the sudden disappearance of swelling in the limbs.

RCH School of Nursing Alumnae

Annual General Meeting
June 6, 2017—6:30 pm
Sherbrook Lounge
Make it an event with classmates—dinner first?

THE LAST WORD

Another eventful year—a new Executive and council and new ideas
for our Alumnae Society. We need to start planning our legacy since
the youngest of us are beginning their 60’s. This will be part of the
planning process in the years to come. We all realize that we are not
going to get new members, so those of you who are near and are
interested there is always something to do or to help with. The
Christmas Luncheon doesn’t plan itself.
Those of you reading this newsletter are paid members of the Alumnae, but I will bet that you have classmates who may not even be in
the loop. Please pass on to them the fact that we would like to see
many more of our graduates become members. Last year’s Christmas Luncheon was so well attended and I hope that this year’s AGM
and 50 year recognition ceremony will also be well attended. I know
that there are many members who live outside the Lower Mainland
and I am hoping that our website will reach them and keep them
informed and aware of what we are doing.
Regarding the Website—I have been in a very steep learning curve
and after this newsletter is sent to press, my attention will turn to
managing the site. For those of you who have not been there, we
have a shell rchalumnae.com and I welcome ideas and suggestions
of how you would like it to look and what is important to you to be
there. We had very good response last year to our online scholarship
application process and hope for even better this year. I am wondering about a Facebook Group but look forward to any suggestions you
might have. Check it out.
I hope we get a good turnout for the AGM in June as your Executive
needs a mandate to move forward on many projects. For most of us,
the days at RCH are fading into memory but those memories are
golden and the stories need to be told.
Could not have done this without Char and Mare
Judi Georgetti Class 69A
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